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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In conjunction with the examination of this Application, the Examiner is 
requested to consider the following references. Copies have been submitted in the parent 
application, Serial No. 08/600,317, filed January 21, 2000, which is a continuation of Serial No. 



08/255,843, filed June 8, 1994, which is a continuation of Serial No. 07/954,524, filed September 
30, 1992. Accordingly, copies of references are not again submitted in accordance with 37 CFR 
§ 1 .98(d). Copies of any or all will, however, be provided on request. 
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Patent No. Date Inventor(s) 

75,434 03/1868 Libbey 

462,974 11/1891 Allen 

478,053 06/1892 Dyer 

791,354 05/1905 Merkley 

830,757 09/1906 Williams 

867,09 1 09/ 1 907 Altermatt 

924,337 06/1909 Frommann 

1,022,894 04/1912 Sprague 

1,146,245 07/1915 Goldman 

1,386,936 08/1921 Kirwan 

1,653,857 12/1927 Kelly 

1,664,298 03/1928 Katz 

1,837,483 12/1931 Cecil-Reaney 

1,882,309 10/1932 Williams 

1,912,783 06/1933 Meyer 

Re 18,939 09/1933 Harrington 

1,975,457 10/1934 Heyman 

1,975,618 10/1934 Raskin 

2,026,158 12/1935 Bennett 
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2,076,526 

2,154,332 
2,295,016 
2,408,508 
2,636,494 

2,787,271 
2,840,078 
2,890,701 
3,070,095 

3,096,765 
3,315,677 
3,342,184 
3,397,697 

3,400,718 
3,613,686 
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3,897,783 
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Brown 
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Smith 
Weinman 
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Tyrrell 
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Rickard 

Saijo 
Woskin 
Harmon 
Nankee et al. 

Marsan 

Whitehead et al. 
Shah et al. 
Kozak 

Ginocchio 
Ginocchio 
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3,973,567 
4,041,203 

4,055,180 
4,055,184 
Des247,372 
4,144,886 

4,147,580 
4,176,667 
4,217,901 
4,248,822 

4,280,978 
4,285,343 
4,324,246 
4,327,732 

4,333,465 
4,342,314 
4,364,992 
4,425,130 

4,456,570 
4,463,045 
4,496,359 
4,500,585 



08/1976 
08/1977 

10/1977 
10/1977 
02/1978 
03/1979 

04/1979 
12/1979 
08/1980 
02/1981 

07/1981 
08/1981 
04/1982 
05/1982 

06/1982 
08/1982 
12/1982 
01/1984 

06/1984 
07/1984 
01/1985 
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Srinivasan et al. 
Brock et al. 

Karami 
Karami 
Whitehead 
Hoist et al. 

Buell 
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Dannheim et al. 
McNair 
Mullane et al. 
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Thomas et al. 
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Re32,649 
4,738,676 
4,755,413 

4,759,754 
4,770,657 
4,773,905 
4,790,838 

4,798,601 
4,798,603 
4,798,604 
4,848,572 

4,862,574 
4,886,513 
4,900,319 
4,900,320 



11/1985 
05/1986 
08/1986 
04/1987 

05/1987 
08/1987 
10/1987 
10/1987 

12/1987 
04/1988 
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07/1988 

07/1988 
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09/1988 
12/1988 

01/1989 
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01/1989 
07/1989 

09/1989 
12/1989 
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02/1990 



Cook et al. 
Van Tilburg 
Mattingly 
Romans-Hess et al. 

Damico et al. 
Van Tilburg 
Ellis et al. 
Glaug et al. 

DeRossett et al. 
Brandt et al. 
Osborn III 
Morris 

Korpman 
Ellis et al. 
Molee et al. 
Pigneul et al. 

Shirose et al. 
Meyer et al. 
Carter 
Herrera 

Seidy 

Mason Jr. et al. 

Richwine 

McCoy 
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4,911,701 
4,917,697 
4,936,839 
4,940,462 

4,964,860 
5,007,906 
5,074,856 
5,125,918 

5,133,704 
5,176,671 
5,201,727 
5,221,275 

5,275,591 
5,389,094 
5,391,162 
5,489,283 

5,520,676 
5,578,026 
5,620,430 



03/1990 
04/1990 
06/1990 
07/1990 

10/1990 
04/1991 
12/1991 
06/1992 

07/1992 
01/1993 
04/1993 
06/1993 

01/1994 
02/1995 
02/1995 
02/1996 

05/1996 
11/1996 
04/1997 



Mavinkurve 
Osborn III et al. 
Molee et al. 
Salemo 

Gipson et al. 
Osborn III et al. 
Coe et al. 
Seidy 

Wheeler 
Roessler et al. 
Nakanishi et al. 
Van Iten 

Mavinkurve 
Lavash et al. 
Widlund et al. 
Van Tilburg 

Lavash et al. 
Lavash et al. 
B amber 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
Patent No. Date 

788,166 07/1966 



Country 

Australia 



B3-026,584 
A3-027,484 
A7-415,687 

B8-188,587 
Al-208,688 
Al -906,688 
Al -972,688 

A2-001.388 
A2- 157,988 
A3-224,289 
A3-276,489 

A3-600,689 
A4-1 14,189 
A4- 170,989 
A5- 146,490 

2,023,577 
0,091, 4 12B2 
0,1 30,848 A2 
0,127,103A2 

0,155,515A1 
0,304,644 
0,345,703 A 1 
0,280,998A1 



07/1984 
09/1984 
06/1987 

11/1987 
02/1988 
07/1988 
07/1988 

07/1988 
08/1988 
03/1989 
04/1989 

06/1989 
09/1989 
09/1989 
03/1990 

02/1992 
03/1983 
07/1984 
12/1984 

09/1985 
03/1989 
06/1988 
09/1988 



Australia 
Australia 
Australia 

Australia 
Australia 
Australia 
Australia 

Australia 
Australia 
Australia 
Australia 

Australia 
Australia 
Australia 
Australia 

Canada 
EPO 
EPO 
EPO 

EPO 
EPO 
EPO 
EPO 



0.301.491A1 
0,334,644A2 
0,314,535A1 
0,409,307A2 



02/1989 
03/1989 
05/1989 
07/1989 



EPO 
EPO 
EPO 
EPO 



0,330,206A1 08/1989 EPO 

0,33 1,01 8 Al 09/1989 EPO 

0,337,438A1 10/1989 EPO 

0,347,3 19A1 12/1989 EPO 

0,359,501 A2 03/1990 EPO 

0,360,285 A2 03/1990 EPO 

0,360,680 A2 03/1990 EPO 

0,426,235 A2 05/1991 EPO 



2,586,558 
1,491,234 
3,319,421A1 
40-36,391 



03/1987 
04/1969 
11/1984 
12/1965 



France 
Germany 
Germany 
Japan 



46-12,554 05/1971 Japan 

48-43,500 09/1971 Japan 

48-59,395 11/1971 Japan 

48- 73,497 12/1971 Japan 

49- 25,294 06/1972 Japan 

49- 18,398 05/1974 Japan 

50- 10,718 04/1975 Japan 
50-100,399 08/1975 Japan 
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50-44,720 
52-117,394 
54-154,696 
52-117,394 



12/1975 
09/1977 
10/1979 
09/1997 



Japan 
Japan 
Japan 
Japan 



55-16,135 
57-20,172 
59-225,058 
61-154,931 



02/1980 
04/1982 
12/1984 
03/1985 



Japan 
Japan 
Japan 
Japan 



60- 158,828 

61- 51,810 
2,048,684A 
2, 161.384A 



10/1985 
04/1986 
12/1980 
01/1986 



Japan 
Japan 

United Kingdom 
United Kingdom 



WO92/07536 
WO92/07537 



05/1992 
05/1992 



WTO 
WTO 



OTHER ART 

European Patent Office Decision on the Oppositions to European Patent No. EP-B-595047. 

Notice of Opposition of McNeil-PPC, Inc., to the grant of European Patent Application 
931 15757.2, filed January 30, 1998. 

Notice of Opposition of SCA Molnlycke AB, to the grant of European Patent Application 
93115757.2, filed February 2, 1998. 

Exhibit 1 : Notice of Opposition of McNeil-PPC, Inc., to the grant of European Patent 
0,590,675/93115848.9. 

Exhibit 2: Notice of Opposition of SCA Molnlycke AB, to the grant of European Patent 
0,590,675/93115848.9. 
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Exhibit 3 : Notice of Opposition of Paul Hartmann AG, to the grant of jEuropean Pateftfi X\ 
0,590,675/93115848.9. 5 v" 1 ^ 

Exhibit 4: Response filed August 20, 1998, to the Office Action of April 16, 1998, Q 
communicating Notices of Opposition of McNeil-PPC, Inc. and SCA Molnlycke AB, to the grant 
of European Patent 0,595,047/93 1 15757.2. o. 

Exhibit 1: October 1, 1998, Response to the Office Action communicating Notices of 
Opposition of McNeil-PPC, Inc.; SCA Molnlycke AB; and Paul Hartmann AG, to the grant of 
European Patent 0,590,675 / 93 1 15,848.9. 

Exhibit 2: March 22, 1999, observations of the Opposition Division of the EPO regarding the 
Oppositions to the grant of European Patent 0,590,675 / 93 1 15,848.9. 

Exhibit 3: January 13, 1999, Reply of McNeil-PPC, Inc., to the Response to the Office Action 
communicating Notices of Opposition of McNeil-PPC, Inc. and SCA Molnlycke AB, to the grant 
of European Patent 0,595,047 / 93 1 15,757.2. 

Exhibit 4: January 15, 1999, Reply to SCA Molnlycke AB, to the Response to the Office Action 
communicating Notices of Opposition of McNeil-PPC, Inc. and SCA Molnlycke AB, to the grant 
of European Patent 0,595,047 / 93 1 15,757.2. 

Takatoshi Kobayashi, Utilization of water-absorbent polymers in hygienic field; Zairyo Gijutsu, 
6(9), 361-365 (1988) with translation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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